CHAPTER XX
THE WAR AT  SEA
THE part played by the British navy, though not a spectacular
one, was absolutely vital to the Allied cause.   It has sometimes
been asked in after years whether a great fleet of capital ships
which never succeeded in destroying the enemy's fleet, and
wl~"ch remained shut up in a distant base for the greater part
^ f^™e really served any useful purpose.   The question
<^d by considering what would have happened
^ot existed.   In that case the enemy's fleet
tee to bombard the British coasts, to cover
to cut off British food-supplies, to render
.iSport of a British army to the continent
;isea—in short, to make British co-operation
xnpossible.   The knowledge that the British fleet
,uard, and the belief that it was superior, prevented
ed all these enterprises on the enemy's part and rendered
:  the uninterrupted  communications  between  Great
and France which continued throughout the war.
lan naval strategy in the war was that of the inferior
.cknowledging itself to be inferior, but endeavouring
alize the conditions and eventually to tip the balance
avour.   The Germans, therefore, hoped to wear down
itish margin by mine and submarine, or by catching
ttroying squadrons or units which had temporarily been
id from the main body.    In this they had considerable
>   Quite early in the war three arrtioured cruisers, the
r> Hogue and Cressy were torpedoed off the coast of
d;  another suffered the same fate off Peterhead, and
first-dass batde-ship, the Attdadous, fell a victim to a
ff the coast of Ireland.   It is true that two could play at
ne, and in a raid into the Heligoland Bight in August,
Admiral Beatty sank three German cruisers and one
cr.   But the British margin was so important to the
196ween the great objects of policy and strategy which were the GOTOenment's sphere and the conduct of the war which was the soldiers'. For more than nine years he had carried die cotintry through emergencies in home and foreign affairs which called for the utmost courage and decision, but he had concealed his own activities under a mask of seeming passivity which enabled his enemies to say that he waited on events, but which very often meant that he refitsed to be hustled or itemed when others were losing their composure.
